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" The Pali title of this sutta APANNAKA is an adjective that has no exact equivalent in Sinhala
or English. It is used in two different contexts. In the context of gambling, it describes a die that
has not been loaded to favor one side or the other. In the context of an argument, it describes a
position that is true regardless of which side of the argument is right. In other words, if there is
an argument as to whether A or not-A is true, if C is true regardless of whether A is true or not,
C is an apannaka position.

Although this sutta is primarily concerned with the second context, the Buddha implicitly makes
the connection between this context and the first in stating that a person who rightly grasps the
apannaka position has made a lucky throw, whereas a person who has wrongly grasped it has
made an unlucky throw. Thus, to preserve this double context, In the English translation on
Accesstoinsight Ven Thanissaro has translated apannaka as "safe-bet." "Cover-your-bets" might
have been a more accurate translation, but it would have been unwieldy. — Ven Thanissaro
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