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' This discourse plays a central role in the early Buddhist analysis of conflict. As might be expected, the blame for
conflict lies within, in the unskillful habits of the mind, rather than without. The culprit in this case is a habit called
paparica. Unfortunately, none of the early texts give a clear definition of what the word papafica means, so it's hard
to find a precise English equivalent for the term. However, they do give a clear analysis of how papafica arises, how
it leads to conflict, and how it can be ended. In the final analysis, these are the questions that matter — more than
the precise definition of terms.

the perceptions & categories of papafica > thinking > desire > dear-&-not-dear > envy & stinginess > rivalry &
hostility
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* Translating papaifica: As one writer has noted, the word papafica has had a wide variety of meanings in Indian
thought, with only one constant: in Buddhist philosophical discourse it carries negative connotations, usually of
falsification and distortion. The word itself is derived from a root that means diffuseness, spreading, proliferating.
The Pali Commentaries define papafica as covering three types of thought: craving, conceit, and views. They also
note that it functions to slow the mind down in its escape from samsara. And, as our analysis has shown, it functions
to create baneful distinctions and unnecessary issues. For these reasons, I have chosen to render the word as
"complication," although some of the following alternatives might be acceptable as well: self-reflexive thinking,
reification, proliferation, exaggeration, elaboration, distortion.
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